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JOINT NOTICE OF REMOVAL OF DEFENDANTS OCWEN FEDERAL BANK, FSB
LASALLE NATIONAL BANK, AS TRUSTEE, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS,
AND SALOMON BROTHERS REALTY

TO THE HONORABLE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN
DISTRICT OF TEXAS, CORPUS CHRISTI DIVISION:

Defendants Ocwen Federal Bank, FSB (“Ocwen”), LaSalle National Bank, as Trustee, its
Successors and Assigns (“LaSalle”), and Salomon Brothers Realty (“Salomon,” all collectively
“Defendants”), file this Joint Notice of Removal and respectfully show as follows:

1. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1441 and 28 U.S.C. § 1446, Defendants hereby remove cause
number 03-061011-2, captioned Jesus S. Guzman et al. v. Ocwen Federal Bank, FSB, et al.,
from the County Court at Law Number 2, Nueces County, Texas, to the United States
District Court for the Southern District of Texas, Corpus Christi Division, the district and
division within which such action is pending.

2. Plaintiffs Jesus S. and Joann B. Guzman (“Plaintiffs™) allege tort and contract claims arising
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from a foreclosure. Trial began on February 7, 2005. That afternoon, taking such a position
for the first time in the case, Plaintiffs’ counsel said repeatedly in opening statement that the
jury should determine Defendants’ tort liability and damages by looking to standards in the
Sarbanes-Oxley Act, 18 U.S.C. § 1514A et seq., and went on to say that Plaintiffs’ first
witness would testify about such Sarbanes-Oxley matters when called the following day.
Any civil action of which the district courts of the United States have original jurisdiction
may be removed from state court to federal court. 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a). The district courts
of the United States have original jurisdiction of all actions arising under the Constitution,
laws or treaties of the United States. 28 U.S.C. § 1331. The Sarbanes-Oxley Act is a set of
federal law statutes codified at 18 U.S.C. § 1514A et seq. Therefore, this court has subject
matter jurisdiction over this cause.

This notice of removal is filed within 30 days after receipt of the information provided by
Plaintiffs regarding their intent to pursue causes of action alleging violations of the Sarbanes-
Oxley Act and is timely filed under 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b).

All process, pleadings, and orders served upon Defendants in the removed action are filed
herewith.

This Notice of Removal is filed and joined by each of the named Defendants. No other
Defendants are parties.

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(d), on this day a copy of this Notice of Removal has been filed
with the Clerk of the County Court at Law Number 2, Nueces County, Texas, in cause

number 03-061011-2, captioned, Guzman et al. v. Ocwen Federal Bank, FSB, et al. Also
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pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(d), a copy of this Notice of Removal has been provided to

Robert Hilliard and William Oliver, attorneys of record for the Plaintiffs, by hand delivery

as shown on the attached certificate of service.

WHEREFORE, pursuant to this Joint Notice of Removal and 28 U.S.C. § 1441, Defendants

respectfully request that this Court assume jurisdiction of this case for all purposes.

Dated this 8" day of February, 2005.

Respectfully submitted,

o

David S. Coale

Attorney in Charge for Defendants
Southern District I.D. No. 18564
State Bar No. 00787255

CARRINGTON, COLEMAN, SLOMAN &
BLUMENTHAL, L.L.P.

200 Crescent Court Ste. 1500

Dallas, Texas 75201

Telephone: 214/855-3000

Facsimile: 214/855-1333

OF COUNSEL:

Vada L. Staha

Southern District 1.D. No. 19025

State Bar No. 00784948

BARKER, LEON, FANCHER & MATTHYS
1200 Tower II

555 N. Carancahua

Corpus Christi, Texas 78478

Telephone: 361/881-9217

Facsimile: 361/882-9437

Defendants’ Joint Notice of Removal - Page 3



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

PN
I certify that on February ¥ ,2005,a complete and correct copy of DEFENDANTS’

NOTICE OF REMOVAL was served on each party by delivery to the following attorneys of

record in the manner indicated below:

Mr. William H. Oliver -Via First Class Mail
Pipkin, Oliver & Bradley, L.L.P.

1020 N. E. Loop 410, Ste. 810

San Antonio, Texas 78209

Robert C. Hilliard Via Hand Delivery
Hilliard & Munoz, L.L.P.

719 S. Shoreline Ste. 500

Corpus Christi, Texas 78401

David S. Coale
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