Legal Malpractice



Legal malpractice is the failure of a lawyer to render competent professional service to a client. The determination must be made by a licensed practitioner still practicing law. If the client is damaged as a result of the lawyer’s failure, he or she may have a claim against the lawyer for legal malpractice. 
Relatively few lawyers actually concentrate on legal malpractice cases. Legal malpractice claims can be grouped into three broad categories: 

1. Negligence, or professional conduct that falls below the standard of care expected of the average attorney in the same or a similar situation. This can include missing critical deadlines, failing to secure critical evidence or simply giving advice that is wrong are typical examples of this type of case 

2. Breach of fiduciary duty, or acting out of his own self-interest or in the interest of another rather than in the interest of the client. Conflict-of-interest cases fall into this category. 

3. Breach of contract - These cases arise out of a breach of a duty incorporated in the attorney-client contract.

We pursue good legal malpractice cases vigorously. Such cases are not for everyone, as they possess unique challenges. Unlike other cases, most legal malpractice cases actually try rather than settle. Lawyers are generally reluctant to sue other lawyers, as doing so dries up the other lawyer or certain sympathizers as referral sources. Also, a legal malpractice lawyer must try two cases in one: the case that brought the dispute into question and the legal malpractice suit.
